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How to get from a dream to a book?



… a boy, strolling at a Baltic beach on a stormy evening, playing with a plane toy he
found in a tree, getting swept away by a huge wave, finding himself clinging to the
shutters of a window on the second floor, wet and freezing.

Half asleep or maybe still dreaming, I was thinking what could happen.

Someone opened the window to let him hin. It was a girl his age, and she was blind.
Don’t ask me why.

First tool: the notebook that I keep by my bedside



Quickly my protagonists grew families, friends and classmates.
They belonged to different groups and schools…

How to organize a collection of dissilimar information?

Tool: TiddlyWiki



When will we three meet again?

Tool: iCal (or a different calendar)



For nontechnical texts, I find writing in a text processor less distracting
than directly in code.
It looks more like becoming a book, and I like the structure view.

Important tool: LibreOffice



I love typesetting. Even more, if I don’t need to do it twice.

Tool: docx2ctx.py && postprocess codeberg.org/fiee/contexttools

https://codeberg.org/fiee/context-tools


My story touches many subjects that I find interesting but know not enough about.

Proper research is essential, but avoid overresearching.

You need to know more than what you want to write.
(Good example: Umberto Eco. Bad example: Noah Gordon.)

Tools: The Internet, books, movies



Can I write this? – Probably.

Should I write this? – Probably not.

Should I write it this way? – Hell no!

But I do anyway.

Tools: stubbornness



How to get this into public?

Finding a publisher or self publishing?

Tool: a publishing house


	Last night I had the strangest dream
	And our friends are all aboard, many more of them live next door
	I hob in Kalender gschaut, heit geht da Wind
	Standing on a planet that's evolving
	Today I'm Gonna Try And Change The World
	Don't know much about biology
	Help me if you can, I'm feeling down
	I need a break and I want to be a paperback writer

