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The dim, distant past

• Manual paste-up 

• Lithographic (I think) print 

• Content is submitted by individual 
authors
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My first issue

• Produced in Word (in colour but 
converted to B&W by the printer) 

• Style inherited (but retained so that 
someone else could take over and go 
back to Word) 

• Perhaps I should go back to the original 
title font?



Challenges

• Word templates can be changed 

• Some authors think it is fine to change margins and/or styles to squeeze their 
article into a single page 

• Inserting such an article usually spells disaster for the main Word file – either 
the article changes and no longer fits; or the whole issue changes and all 
articles look wrong; or both!



Challenges 2

• Apple isn’t immune! 

• Pages files allow TeX math expressions to be inserted 

• but it renders them as mini, in-line PDF images 

• If you cut and paste into Word they are lost without warning



Countermeasures

• Write a Word macro that renames all the common styles in an author’s 
submitted file e.g. so that “Normal” is renamed to “BH_Normal” before 
importing, so that it can’t conflict 

• Use ConTeXt!!



(Reminder slide for the rest of the presentation i.e. you remind me to mention these things!)

ConTeXt features used (in no particular order)

• Macros for consistency 

• Source code taken directly from 
calculators (and attached to the 
archive version of the PDF) 

• Black & white for printing, colour for the 
archive



At this point there was a live presentation. 
The following slides were added afterwards.



\startproject
• I use ConTeXt’s project structure, 

following the magazine example from the 
Wiki. 

• This works well apart from one thing: I 
found that I needed to alter the macros 
(and therefore the common environment 
files) relatively often, certainly more often 
that I initially thought, and maintaining 
backwards compatibility has been a 
challenge. 

• I think I will move to a single-directory per 
issue approach and simply copy all the 
environment files each time.



Eliminating errors (1)

• Most articles include a program listing 
or snippets of listings. I try wherever 
possible to transfer them from the 
actual calculator to avoid re-typing.  

• I have specific macros for each model 
of calculator which define specific fonts  

• The example here is for the HP Prime 
where a typing environment is defined 
that uses the official calculator font 
supplied by Hewlett–Packard.



Eliminating errors (2)

• Code can be cut and pasted into the 
typing environment or read from a file. 

• For longer listings, I generally read from 
a file as that file can then be attached 
to the PDF using \attachment. 

• The obvious advantage of this is that 
the source code is always with the 
article and there is no need for a URL or 
other link that would inevitably break 
over time.



Use of macros
• I make use of macros for features such 
as creating a non-standard (for 
ConTeXt at least) table of contents as it 
includes, for example which calculator 
model an article relates to. 

• I use a \definedataset and a 
\definehead article title macro to save 
the extra info, with a Lua Context 
function to go through it at the end 
generating a \starttabulate table.


