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Automated text flow around pictures

• \parshape takes measures for single lines.

• There is already a module that calculates those measures from a
MetaPost path. (Didn’t yet look into it.)

• It should be easy to calculate the (pixel based) left or right “white-
space” in a (grayscale) picture (thresholds to be defined).

• How to convert these pixel based measures into lines? (image reso-
lution, scaling, lineheight...)

• Use a vectorizing tool to calculate the outline path and go the
MetaPost route?

• OpenCV imgproc findContours (docs.opencv.org/4.1.1/d3/dc0
/group__imgproc__shape.html)

• Speedata publisher (a TEX application) can do it; look into their
code.

https://www.dreiviertelhaus.de/editionka/kinderfilme/
https://docs.opencv.org/4.1.1/d3/dc0/group__imgproc__shape.html
https://docs.opencv.org/4.1.1/d3/dc0/group__imgproc__shape.html


Page streams

• Two (or more) text versions (e.g. translations) parallely on
left/right pages or columns.

• Text streams fixed to (named?) columns or left/right pages.

• Synchronization on paragraphs or anchors.

• Would be also usable for “text on right page, figures on left page”.



Text shadows

• My shadows as backgrounds of frames are nice, but rectangular.

• How to use those shadows as line backgrounds?

• Is it possible to use several outlines (with transparency) for fonts
(i.e. shadows just behind/around the letters)?



Miscellaneous

• Typescripts from the distribution don’t work, because they refer to
lowercase filenames, while the font files are mixed case. (I think?)

• If I setup layers with \setupbackgrounds in the environment, they
don’t work. I must use that command in my product. Why?

• \startlinecorrection should be NOP outside of grid mode. Or
why not?

• How to set the base (font) color?

• ConTEXt can’t handle alpha channels in PNGs.


	Automated text flow around pictures
	Page streams
	Text shadows
	Miscellaneous

